
Identifying the Author 

Individual Author 

Sometimes, the author is easy to identify as in this article found on The Atlantic’s website: 

This work would be cited like this:  

Reference page 

Koren, M. (2020, March 14). Social distancing could change our relationship with FaceTime. The Atlantic. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2020/03/social-distancing-coronavirus-videochat-facetime/608038/ 

In-text citation 

(Koren, 2020).  



Group Author 

Sometimes - there is no individual author.  

There might be a group author. A group author is the organization responsible for providing the website, as in the example below: 

This work would be cited like this: 

Reference page 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2020, June 11). Prevent Type 2 Diabetes. https://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/prevent-type-2/index.html 

In-text citation 

First citation: (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC], 2020). 
Subsequent citations: (CDC, 2020).  



Group Author within a Parent Organization 

Sometimes - it gets a little trickier.  

There might be what appears to be two group authors. In these cases, the most specific agency responsible for the webpage gets the authorship credit, and the 
parent organization is named in the publisher position.  

This work would be cited like this: 

Reference page 

Office of Minority Health. (2018, January 9). Asthma and African Americans. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/omh/browse.aspx?lvl=4&lvlid=15 

In-text citation 

First citation: (Office of Minority Health [OMH], 2018). 
Subsequent citations: (OMH, 2018).  



Confirm the Author by Clicking Through to the Full Document 

Sometimes, you have to dig a little deeper to identify the author. At first, you might be inclined to put “Health Promotion Research Center” as the author of this 
website. However, when you download the full resource guide, you will see that there are individuals recognized as the authors. 

The suggested citation is not in APA Style. You will need to reformat it: 

Reference page 

Belza, A., Allen, P., Brown, D. R., Farren, L., Janicek, S., Jones, D. L., King, D. K., Marquez, D. X., Miyawaki, C. E., & Rosenberg, D. (2015). Mall walking: A program 

resource guide. University of Washington Health Promotion Research Center. https://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/downloads/mallwalking-guide.pdf 

In-text citation 

(Belza et al., 2015). 



Anonymous Author 

Only if a work is signed “Anonymous” do you use that as the author.  

 

This work would be cited like this: 

Reference page 

Anonymous. (2017, April 19). A new manager learns the power of no. InfoWorld. https://www.infoworld.com/article/3190798/a-new-manager-learns-the-

power-of-no.html 

In-text citation 

(Anonymous, 2017).  
 

 



No Author 

Rarely will you have no author. In these cases, move the title of the work to the author position.  

 

This work would be cited like this: 

Reference page 

Food safety shake-up needed in the USA [Editorial]. (2010, June 19). Lancet, 375(9732), 2122. https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(10)60979-8 
 

In-text citation 

(“Food safety shake-up needed in the USA,” 2010).  




